STEVEN BRYANT

FIRST LIGHT

(2007)



FIRST LIGHT

The title First Light refers the arrival of dawn - the transformation of darkness tolight. In
particular, it is shaped by my experience of dawn in the mountains surrounding Lake Garda, in
northern Italy.

There, the light of the sun arrivesin distinct stages: the night sky beginsto brighten quite early,
around 4:30 or 5am. Though the sky gradually brightens, the sun remains hidden behind the
mountains for several hours. Abruptly, thefirst dired ray of sunlight crests the mountaintop,
bringing with it intense, palpable heat, which rapidly gains strength as the sun fully emerges.
Somewhat paradoxically, the town below, nestled in the narrow space between the water® edge and
the steep mountain slope, remains in darkness for awhile longer, until the sun ultimately reaches a
high enough angle to send light cascading down the mountainside, illuminating everything.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Steven Bryant® (b. 1972, Little Rock, Arkansas) musical interests span a variety of styles, and his
catalog includes numerous works for wind ensemble, orchestra, elecronic and elecro-acoustic
creations, chamber music, and music for the Web. He studied composition with John Corigliano at
The Juilliard School, Cindy McTee at the University of North Texas, and Francis McBeth at
Ouachita University. More detailed and current information is available at www.stevenbryant.com.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

This work was written for a very large symphonic band (153 players) and is conceived with that type
of ensemble in mind. The minimum size ensemble required is noted on the instrumentation page.

Bb Contrabass Clarinet: if thisinstrument is not available, substitute solo Tuba for mm 1-34. In this
case, the Bassoon parts (through measure 34) may be played on Euphoniums in order to balance
volume and timbre.

Harmon mute slow QvahQeffec - the players should slowly and steadily uncover the end of the mute
(with stemin all the way) and close again as indicated by the G - - -0 - - - +Omarkings. Dotted lines
indicate when the change is taking place.

As always, if you have any questions about the piece, please do not hesitate to contact me at
info@stevenbryant.com. Please advertise your performance of this and any other of my works on my website:
visit the “Upcoming Concerts” section of www.stevenbryant.com to enter your concert information.

Note: Ifyou perform this work, please send a copy of the program from each performance, with this piece circled, to:
ATTN: Performance Credits, ASCAP Concert Division
ASCAP Building, One Lincoln Plaza, New York, NY 10023

Version: 0.99
If errata are found, they will be posted at www.stevenbryant.com
Copyright © Steven Bryant / Gorilla Salad Productions (ASCAP)
Madein U.S.A. All rights reserved
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